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40 UNDER FORTY

his is only the third time GCR has
T published a list of the world’s leading

young competition lawyers, and this
year’s spread is wider than ever before. The
list spans 11 jurisdictions and 32 different
firms. There are eight women in this year’s
top 40, nearly three times more than in the
2004 results, reflecting the growing numbers
of senior ranking women in international
private practice.

The youngest person on the list is 33
and the oldest (now) 40, while the majority
of our practitioners — 30 per cent — are 37.
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer was the best
represented firm overall with four lawyers
in the list — equalling its 2004 results and
proving it still fosters a number of “next
generation” lawyers. Over a quarter of the
practitioners are based in Brussels, compared
with five that were listed in 2004, which
illustrates the growing importance of Europe
on the global antitrust stage. We also have
eight lawyers from the US, five from the UK
and four from Canada.

We began canvassing for nominations in
early February, with a news alert published
in the GCR daily online briefing asking
antitrust specialists to nominate lawyers they
thought were one of the 40 most promising
competition practitioners in their jurisdiction
under the age of 40. Candidates had to be
competition partners in private practice to
make the shortlist.

The response was overwhelming.
More than 1,000 practitioners were
nominated, and almost all received multiple
recommendations. In the seven-day window

Every five years, GCR carries
out a survey to find the world’s leading
40 competition lawyers under the age of 40.

allowed for nominations, an average of 250
emails flooded the GCR inbox each day.
Once collated, the next challenge was
narrowing down the list of nominees to the
40 best of the best. To, do this, we contacted
over 1,100 leading lawy

sister publication The In
Who of Competition Lawyers,
them to cast their votes on who should make
the final cut.

A total of 227 lawyers earned votes
during the second stage of our research.
The 40 under 40 with the most votes made
it into our survey below. Unfortunately,
once we started checking dates of birth,
several practitioners who made the original
40 had to be excluded from the list — all
nominees had to be aged 39 or younger on
31 December 2007.

In the profiles below, we ask the 40
about the future of competition enforcement
and what advice they would offer fledgling
lawyers wanting to specialise in competition.
Answers ranged from “be a master of the
facts” to “never trust anyone in a position
of authority”, while many said “don’t take
yourself too seriously”.

During the voting process we were often
asked why enforcement officials are excluded
from the survey. The answer is simple.
Their roles are very different from private
competition practitioners, so it would be
unhelpful, and perhaps unfair, to compare
them. There are also enough enforcers to
merit us running an entire survey dedicated
to them - a project we hope to take on in
the future. We’d also like to run similar

RACHEL BULL explains this year’s results

pieces on in-house counsel and competition
economists.

Following our top 40 profiles, we have
included 10 more lawyers to watch out
for in the coming years. We also take a
retrospective look at the lawyers featured in
our last 40 under 40 survey to see what they
have been doing since then.

Finally, congratulations to Alastair
Lindsay of Allen & Overy LLP, Robert
Snelders of Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton
LLP, Anne Wachsmann of Linklaters LLP and
Michael Rowe of Slaughter and May, who
all featured in our last 40 under 40 survey.
Thomas Janssens of Freshfields Bruckhaus
Deringer also won a place in the final 40 this
year after GCR noted his potential in the 10
more to watch of 2004.

FACTS AND FIGURES

20% women
32 men

11 nations
32 firms

4 Freshfields lawyers
28% from Brussels

8 US lawyers

15% aged 35

30% aged 37

4 from the last survey
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JAMES KILLICK

Age: 35

Firm: White & Case LLP
City: Brussels

What age did you become partner?
Thirty-two.

What is vour practice focus?
I do a lot of litigation, though I also do
advisory work and merger filings.

Why competition law?

The fact that in each case you learn about
how a new industry sector works — so the
variety of issues thar arise is a big attraction.
Cases which set the boundaries berween
intellecrual property and comperition law
alwavs raise interesting economic and
policy issues.

Did you have a mentor?

I have been helped by a number of people,
bur the person who srands our would be
Ian Forrester QC.

What advice did they impart?
That competition law should be more
than giving rigid and over-legalistic
interpretations of the rules.You always
need to analyse the market carefully to give
commercial and practical advice in clearly
formulared rerms.

What advice would yvou give to someone
starting out in competition law?

It is important to have a good commercial
background, so if vou're offered the
opportunity to do some transactional or
commercial legal work during vour junior
years it is an opportunity worth seizing,

What's vour background?
I trained as a barrister in London.

Where is the practice heading in the next
five to ten years?

We're going to see increased clashes between
intellectual property and comperition
law. IP is increasingly important in
todav’s knowledge-based economy. We've
already seen cases where rivals try to
use competition law to avoid having to
pay a royalty or to obtain access to their
competitor’s technology. Competition
regulators are going to have to be careful
to get the balance right, as without effective
IP protection, there will be much less
innovation.

“We're going to
see increased
clashes between
Intellectual
property and
competition law”

Who is the most impressive figure in the
competition world today?

The most important figure in competition
today is Neelie Kroes. The European
Commission has the most severe fines
and it has the most extensive regulation
of dominant companies, which gives the
commissioner the ability to set the global
agenda.



