WHITE & CASE

EU Environment Report

October 2012

CHEMICALS

Proposals to apply existing lead and cadmium exemptions to new RoHS
Directive

The Directive on the restriction of the use of certain hazardous substances in
electrical and electronic equipment (“RoHS”) has recently been revised.
Exemptions to restrictions for lead and cadmium were agreed upon last year,
which means they were not included in the revised RoHS Directive. These
exemptions apply to (1) lead used in some ceramic materials inside capacitors,
and (2) cadmium in photoresistors for analogue optocouplers in audio equipment.
The Commission now proposes two delegated Directives, which will continue the
application of these two exemptions by adding them to the revised RoHS
Directive.

To read more about the lead exemption, please click on the following link:
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/12/st14/st14902.en12.pdf

To read more about the cadmium exemption, please click on the following link:
http://reqgister.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/12/st14/st14904.en12.pdf

ECHA publishes list of 116 substances to be evaluated

On 23 October, the European Chemicals Agency (“ECHA”) published a draft list of
116 substances to be evaluated for health and environmental risks under REACH.
The substances have been assigned to Member States, which will be responsible
for evaluating them between 2013 and 2015. The list is known as the Community
Rolling Action Plan, or CoRAP. It represents an expansion of the 2012 — 2014
CoRAP, which listed 90 substances for evaluation.

The draft CoRAP for 2013 — 2016 is available at the following link:
http://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/13628/draft corap 2013-2015 en.pdf

CLIMATE CHANGE
Commission publishes emission caps for non-ETS sectors

On 18 October, the European Commission published the annual emission
allocation limits for sectors not covered by the Emissions Trading Scheme
(“ETS"). The draft Commission Decision lays down the greenhouse gas emission
limits in tonnes to which each Member State must adhere for each year between
2013 and 2020. The European Parliament and the Council now have three
months to review the text of the Decision. If they do not raise any objections, the
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European Commission will adopt it in its current form.

The full text of the draft Decision is available at the following link:
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/effort/framework/docs/draft_decision aeas esd

en.pdf

On 3 October, the Commission adopted a Regulation establishing eco-design
requirements for household tumble dryers. All household tumble dryers must
comply with these requirements before being placed on the market in the EU.
The requirements do not apply to household combined washer-dryers. Although
the Regulation applies from 1 November 2013, the generic eco-design
requirements only apply from 1 November 2014 and the specific requirements
from 1 November 2015.

Regulation 932/2012 on eco-design requirements for tumble dryers is available

here: http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=0J:L:2012:278:0001:0010:EN:PDF

On 4 October, the European Commission issued a Communication on the
comprehensive risk and safety assessments (“stress tests”) of nuclear power
plants in the EU. The report suggests technical upgrade measures to improve
safety, suggesting that most of the 132 nuclear reactors in operation in the EU
should be upgraded by 2015. The Commission is expected to submit a proposal
early next year to revise the Nuclear Safety Directive, in order to take the results
of the stress tests into account.

The Communication is available here:
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/nuclear/safety/doc/com 2012 0571 en.pdf

The Energy Efficiency Directive has received a final rubber-stamp from the
Member States, signalling completion of the EU legislative process. The Directive
already received overwhelming support from the European Parliament on 11
September (632 in favour, 19 abstentions, 25 against). The Directive establishes
common measures for the promotion of energy efficiency in the EU, to help the
EU achieve its 20% energy efficiency target by 2020. It requires each Member
State to set an indicative national energy efficiency target. By 30 June 2014, the
Commission will assess the progress achieved and pronounce on whether the EU
is likely to reach its 2020 goal. Following entry into force of the Directive, the
Member States will have 18 months to implement most of its provisions in national
law.

The Directive is available here:
http://reqister.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/12/pe00/pe00035.en12.pdf

On 17 October, the European Commission published a proposal for a Directive
amending the legislation on renewable energy. The proposal introduces a 5%
limit on biofuels and bioliquids produced from food crops. It also introduces new
reporting requirements for estimated emissions from carbon stock changes



caused by indirect land-use change (“ILUC”). The proposal does not take a
position on the need for financial support for biofuels before 2020.

The Commission’s proposal is available at the following link:
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/transport/fuel/docs/com_2012 595 en.pdf

As from 1 November 2012, a label must accompany all new tyres sold in the EU.
The label can either be affixed to the tyre itself, or provided to the dealer or end
user on delivery. The label must contain information on their fuel efficiency and
other parameters, including wet grip performance and rolling noise. The labelling
requirement has been applied on a voluntary basis from 30 May and will now
become mandatory. Certain categories of tyres remain exempt.

Regulation 1222/2009 on the labelling of tyres is available here: http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32009R1222:EN:NOT

On 23 October, the European Commission adopted its 2013 work programme. In
the environmental field, the Commission noted that “the EU needs a long-term
framework for energy and climate policies so that investment and policy target
competitiveness and tackle climate change”. In light of this, it announced that it
will be working on a new climate and energy package for the period up to 2030.
The package will be comprised of both legislative and non-legislative measures,
and has three stated objectives:

- To meet an 80-95% GHG emission reduction objective in 2050 compared to
1990;

- To foster long-term competitiveness, security of supply and sustainability; and
- To provide a long-term perspective for investments until 2030.

The work programme and its annexes can be found here:
http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/key-documents/index_en.htm
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