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Throughout our history, we have committed ourselves to 
pro bono work as a way to use our skills as lawyers to help 
those most in need.

Each year the Firm honors a select group of lawyers for 
their outstanding pro bono achievements. All of them have 
applied their legal training and skills to make a difference in 
individual lives and in the broader global community.

The truest measure of the impact of our pro bono efforts is 
the gratitude of the people and institutions we help and the 
rich experience we gain as individuals and as a fi rm.
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On behalf of the widow of a European Commission offi cial who had 
been seeking a pension on the basis of her husband’s death through a 
work-related illness, a cancer related to cigarette smoke inhaled in the 
workplace, associate Louis Apker challenged the Commission’s rejection 
of her application for a pension before the EU Civil Service Commission.  
Louis was successful in two respects. Firstly, the Commission withdrew 
the contested Decision before the Tribunal could pass judgment and is 
now reconsidering the matter. Secondly, although a pro bono matter, 
the Tribunal awarded White & Case LLP its costs. Louis has kept up 
client morale, coordinated the gathering and digesting of technical 
epidemiological information, dealt politely but fi rmly with offi cialdom 
and has contributed actively to this success.

Louis Apker

BRUSSELS RECIPIENT
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Kantha and Elizabeth responded to a request from Human Rights First 
in New York for local assistance in reuniting a young Ethiopian woman 
with her refugee family in the US. They were able to deal with the myriad 
problems, legal, social and linguistic, promptly and effectively.

Kantha Rattay

JOHANNESBURG RECIPIENTS

Elizabeth Lindsay

Ahu Yalgin, an associate in Istanbul, assisted with work for Tohum Vakfi  
(Autism Foundation). Combining her legal acumen with a creative fl air, 
she created a training video for staff members and third parties regarding 
legal rights of children suffering from autism.

Ahu Yalgin

ISTANBUL RECIPIENT
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The London offi ce has been assisting with a rule of law project in Liberia 
initiated by Lawyers Without Borders—a non-profi t, non-governmental 
agency committed to providing pro bono legal resources around the globe 
where they are needed most. The Liberia project concerns the training of 
lawyers and the judiciary—specifi cally with reference to the chronically 
under-resourced Liberian criminal bar, which faces huge challenges 
in ensuring both victims’ and defendants’ access to justice. Charles 
Lightfoot and Sara Lulo joined lawyers from Shearman & Sterling and 
US federal judges who travelled to Liberia at the beginning of July 2007 to 
participate in a training course for Liberian lawyers and magistrate judges. 
This challenging and exciting project was a huge success due, in no small 
part, to the commitment and sensitivity of the White & Case team.

Sara Lulo

LONDON RECIPIENTS

Charles Lightfoot
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On behalf of Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts, Jennifer managed a very 
challenging project: the development of an online legal assistance 
system which provided VLA members with quick responses to their 
Frequently Asked Questions and prompt referral to counsel.

Jennifer Co

PALO ALTO RECIPIENT

Ekaterina served a number of the Firms’ pro bono clients: Big Change, 
HIV, ICG, Jessup Court Competition, MSF, Mayhew Animal Home, 
Polish Humanitarian Organization, UNICEF and dealt with a broad 
range of issues: NGO incorporation, miscellaneous medical licensing, 
employment issues, work permits and legal education.

Ekaterina Palagina

MOSCOW RECIPIENT
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NEW YORK RECIPIENTS

On behalf of pro bono clients Conservation International Foundation 
and The Nature Conservancy, associate Linda Jeannine Acevedo 
recently completed a debt-for-nature swap under the US Tropical 
Forest Conservation Act, which will provide $26 million to help protect 
critically threatened tropical rain forests in Costa Rica. Under debt-for-
nature swaps, a country’s foreign debt is forgiven in exchange for its 
commitment to directly support conservation work.

Linda Jeannine Acevedo 

Aaron Brooks

Aaron and David have emerged as the team leaders on our Juvenile 
Deportation Docket Program. Relief from deportation for youngsters 
often entails motion practice and bench trials in Family Court. Aaron 
and David not only have had considerable success with these cases, 
but they also have trained and mentored a large number of colleagues 
doing this work.

David Suggs
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Irina Yevmenenko

On behalf of Volunteers for Legal Service and New York Presbyterian 
Hospital, associate Irina Yevmenenko managed the development of 
the Legal and Social Advocacy Code card, a pocket-sized book providing 
quick reference connections to providers in New York City to be used 
by physicians and social workers.

David has been involved in a number of pro bono efforts. His nomination 
for this award was a result of his representation of Anatole Hernandez, 
who was referred to us by Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts. David 
represented Mr. Hernandez in a New York Civil Court action on a bogus 
check and secured a judgment for the full amount.

David Lew 
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Tomasz is being awarded for his work on behalf of the Polish 
Humanitarian Organization (Polska Akcja Humanitarna). PHO is a 
non-governmental organization registered in Poland, which operates 
internationally and in Poland. PHO achieves its goals by helping 
communities in crisis regain responsibility for their own future and 
become self-reliant. PHO shapes humanitarian attitudes among 
the public and creates a modern culture of mutual assistance. PHO 
combines effectiveness with respect for human dignity.  White & Case, 
as a strategic partner of the foundation, has been cooperating with it 
since 2006. The Warsaw offi ce, in cooperation with the Moscow offi ce, 
assisted in changing entries in the register of representatives of non-
governmental organizations in Russia in accordance with Russian law.  
The Warsaw offi ce analyzed documents regarding humanitarian aid in 
Chechnya (especially regarding all EU procedures with respect to the 
bidding process for providing aid) and the cooperation of PHO with 
business entities (corporate partnership program).

Tomasz P. Chmal

WARSAW RECIPIENTS
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Grzegorz Wasiewski is being honored for his work on behalf of 
The Kosciuszko Foundation. Kosciuszko Foundation grants scholarships 
to students and young scholars and promotes educational activity. 
The Foundation asked White & Case some years ago for advice regarding 
the decision of famous Polish doctor and scholar, Prof. Janczewski, who 
wished to leave his entire estate to the Foundation in his last will and 
testament. White & Case advised the Foundation and Prof. Janczewski 
with respect to the construction of the will and printing the Polish-English 
dictionary of the Foundation in Poland. Mr. Wasiewski, after joining 
White & Case in the summer of 2005, was assigned to this matter and 
subsequently became the White & Case Warsaw coordinator of the 
Foundation’s matter.

Grzegorz Wasiewski
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Dana Foster

Dana has consistently undertaken pro bono work in various areas. In the 
past year, he completed his work on the Anita Kessler case, in which he 
assisted a grandmother in Washington, DC with the adoptions of her six 
grandchildren, who had been living with her for several years; he also 
assisted her in qualifying for funding from a special DC program offering 
fi nancial support to grandparents who are raising their grandchildren. In 
addition, he worked on a diffi cult Title VII employment case and assisted  
on a DC Court of Appeals employment appeal.

WASHINGTON, DC RECIPIENTS

Maury’s most recent pro bono work involved representing the Judicial 
Academy and handling a pro bono appeal to the Court of Veterans 
Appeals, Denson v. Nicholson. He has also assisted on the Jessup 
Competition and other representations (of not-for-profi t foundations) 
over several years.

Maury J. Mechanick
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Antonia is always looking for a new challenge. After working on some 
diffi cult adoption cases for the Children’s Law Center, she chose to 
represent a client in an employment case in the Washington, DC Court 
of Appeals, along with related evidentiary proceedings before the Offi ce 
of Administrative Hearings. Antonia has been willing to work on a broad 
array of pro bono matters over several years.

Antonia Soares
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White & Case gratefully acknowledges the time, energy and 
commitment of all lawyers and legal assistants who have 
participated in our pro bono projects and specially recognize:

BRUSSELS

Louis Apker

ISTANBUL

Gizem Tecirli

LONDON

Michael Brennan

Hannah Langworth

Charles Lightfoot

Sara Lulo

Brendon Mahood

Ania Ochmanska

LOS ANGELES

Thomas Benedict

Mark Gustafson

Aaron Kahn

Stuart Katz

Harold Lee

Matthew Lewis

Neal Millard

Devon Myers

Grace Oh

MIAMI

Victor Alvarez

Douglas Halsey

Micheal Kavoukjian

Peyton Lumpkin

Laura Murray Reich

William H. Walker

Jason Zakia

MOSCOW

Venera Abdrashitova

Venera Kamalova

Ekaterina Palagina

Veronika Sergeeva

2008 HONOR ROLL
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NEW YORK

Linda Jeanine Acevedo 

Marc Ackerman

Karen Asner

Matthew Bart

Laural Boone

Laura Boyett

Noelle Brower

Heather Burke

Michelle Burrowes

Adam Burton

Brendan Carosi

Catherine Castaldo

Adrian Castro

Luisa Cetina

Sylvia Fung Chin

Adela Cho

Emily Chu

Stephanie Cohen

Elizabeth Dean

Lynn Diamond

Aristides Diaz-Pedrosa

Joshua Dick

Maureen Donovan

Brendan Driscoll

Christopher Dunn

Sophie East

Stefan Ebaugh

Patrick Eyers

Vincent FitzPatrick

Jennifer Frattini

Raj Gandesha

Roberto Garcia

Heather Giannandrea

Todd Gluckman

Paul Godinez

Catherine Gratton

Alison Hanstead

Yong Hao

Nicole Hart
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NEW YORK (cont.)

Heather Huggins

Ryan Johnson

Nadir Joshua

Jennifer Kettner

David Kleinman

Eric Leibowitz

David Lew

Allison Lewan

Lydia Lin

Karen Lundeen

Mark Luz

Milliette Marcos

Tal Marnin

Heather McDevitt

Matthew McQueen

Lisa Mittwol

Dimitrios Moscholeas

Hunter Murdock 

Kumari Nelson

Jenna Nicenko

Nick Oberheiden

Daren Orzechowski

Victoria Oswald

Kara Pagliarulo

Susan Pappy

Sharon Parella

Richard Parker

Peter Patterson

Joshua Pergament

Sali Rakower

Alexis Rovzar

John Rue

Winthrop Rutherfurd

Milana Salzman

Pierre-Oliver Savoie

Kristina Simonetti

Gregory Starner

David Suggs 

Nicholas Surmacz

2008 HONOR ROLL (cont.)
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Amanda Taub

Amit Thakore

Melanie Tharamangalam

James Trainor

Adam Wactlar

Elizabeth Wagner

Sandra Warren

Jason Webber

Joshua Weedman

Julia Winters

Todd Wolynski

Eric Yoon

Sara Yoshino

PALO ALTO

Jennifer Co

PARIS

Elizabeth Lefebvre Gross

WASHINGTON, DC

Christine Brennan

Anne Elkins

Laurel Glassman

Zachary King

Christopher Macchiaroli

Katherine McCullough

Maury Mechanick

Charles Moore

Hansel Pham

Farheena Rasheed

Joanna Ritcey Donohue

Sabina Sacco

Anne Smith

Danielle Tarin

Peter Thieman

Mara Topping



White & Case is a leading global law fi rm with more than 2,300 lawyers 
in 37 offi ces in 25 countries. Among the fi rst US-based law fi rms to 
establish a truly global presence, we provide counsel and representation 
in virtually every area of law that affects cross-border business. Our 
clients value both the breadth of our network and depth of our US, 
English and local law capabilities in each of our offi ces and rely on us 
for their complex cross-border transactions, arbitration and litigation. 
Whether in established or emerging markets, the hallmark of 
White & Case is our complete dedication to the business priorities and 
legal needs of our clients.

Our approach is based on listening to our clients’ needs, taking the time 
to understand their business and responding with effective strategies 
and solutions, no matter how big the opportunity or formidable the 
challenge. With new technologies, globalization, consolidation and other 
forces continuously changing how business gets done, we help our 
clients evaluate the risks and rewards of ventures designed to advance 
their interests. 

We work with the world’s most established and respected companies, 
including 75 percent of the Global Fortune 100 and 25 percent of the 
Fortune 500, as well as with start-up visionaries, governments and 
state-owned entities. 

ABOUT WHITE & CASE
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White & Case LLP, a New York State registered limited liability partnership, is engaged 
in the practice of law directly and through entities compliant with regulations regarding 
the practice of law in the countries and jurisdictions in which we have offi ces. 

www.whitecase.com


